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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A presence and availability management server for communicating 
communication network availability information regarding an individual to at least one 
subscriber of the individual's availability information, comprising: 

a presence detection engine for detecting whether the individual is present on at least one 
communication network; and 

an availability management engine in communication with the presence detection engine 
for publishing to the subscriber via a network whether the individual is available on the 
communication network. 

2. The presence and availability management server of claim 1, wherein the 
presence detection engine is for detecting whether the individual is present on a communication 
network consisting of a public switched telephone network, a computer network, and a wireless 
communication network. 

3. The presence and availability management server of claim 1, wherein the 
presence detection engine is in communication with an SS7 network of a public switched 
telephone network. 

4. The presence and availability management server of claim 1, wherein the 
presence detection engine is in communication with a home location register of a wireless 
telephone network. 
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5. The presence and availability management server of claim 1, wherein the 
presence detection engine is in communication with a short messaging server center. 

6. The presence and availability management server of claim 1, wherein the 
presence detection engine is in communication with a gateway GPRS support node (GGSN). 

7. The presence and availability management server of claim 1, wherein the 
presence detection engine is in communication with a server of a computer network. 

8. The presence and availability management server of claim 1, wherein the 
availability management engine is for publishing to the subscriber whether the individual is 
available on the communication network based on whether the individual is present on the 
communication network and based on a profile of the individual. 

9. The presence and availability management server of claim 8, wherein the server 
includes a database and wherein the profile of the individual is stored in the database. 

10. The presence and availability management server of claim 9, wherein the 
availability management engine is for publishing to the subscriber whether the individual is 
available on the communication network based on an access level of the subscriber in the profile 
of the individual. 
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1 1 . The presence and availability management server of claim 1 0, wherein: 
the presence detection engine is for detecting whether the individual is present on a 

plurality of communication networks; and 

the availability management engine is for publishing an address to the subscriber for each 
communication network for which the individual is present based on the access level of the 
subscriber in the profile of the individual. 

12. The presence and availability management server of claim 9, wherein a plurality 
of profiles is stored in the database, each profile corresponding to a different situation for the 
individual 

13. The presence and availability management server of claim 9, wherein a plurality 
of profiles is stored in the database, each profile corresponding to a different location of the 
individual 

14. The presence and availability management server of claim 9, wherein: 
a plurality of profiles is stored in the database; and 

the availability management engine is for retrieving a profile based on an input from the 
individual regarding a situation of the individual 

1 5. The presence and availability management server of claim 9, wherein: 
a plurality of profiles is stored in the database; and 
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the availability management engine is for retrieving a profile based on an input from the 
individual regarding a location of the individual. 

16. A computer readable medium having stored thereon instructions which, when 
executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 

detect whether an individual is present on at least one communication network; and 
publish, via a network, to a subscriber of the individual's network availability 
information whether the individual is available on the communication network. 

1 7. The computer readable medium of claim 1 6, having further stored thereon 
instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor to detect whether the 
individual is present on a communication network consisting of a public switched telephone 
network, a computer network, and a wireless communication network. 

18. The computer readable medium of claim 1 6, having further stored thereon 
instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor to publish to the 
subscriber whether the individual is available on the communication network based on whether 
the individual is present on the communication network and based on a profile of the individual. 

19. The computer readable medium of claim 1 8, having further stored thereon 
instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor to publish the 
individual's network availability information to the subscriber based on an access level of the 
subscriber in the profile of the individual. 
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20. The computer readable medium of claim 19, having further stored thereon 
instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor to: 

detect whether the individual is present on a plurality of communication networks; and 
publish an address to the subscriber for each communication network for which the 
individual is available based on the access level of the subscriber in the profile of the individual. 

21 . The computer readable medium of claim 1 8, having further stored thereon 
instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor to retrieve a second 
profile of the individual when an input regarding a change in situation of the individual is 
received. 

22. A method for communicating communication network availability information 
regarding an individual to at least one subscriber of the individual's availability information, 
comprising: 

determining presence information of the individual, wherein the presence information 
includes whether the individual is present on at least one communication network; 

determining availability of the individual based on a profile of the individual, wherein the 
profile includes at least one access level; and 

publishing via a network the availability of the individual to the subscriber based on the 
access level of the subscriber and the presence information. 
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23. The method of claim 22, wherein determining presence information is performed 
prior to determining availability. 

24. The method of claim 22, wherein determining availability is performed prior to 
determining presence information. 

25. The method of claim 22, wherein determining presence information includes 
detecting whether the individual is present on a communication network consisting of a public 
switched telephone network, a computer network, and a wireless communication network. 

26. The method of claim 22, wherein: 

determining presence information includes detecting whether the individual is present on 
a plurality of communication networks; and 

publishing includes publishing an address to the subscriber for each communication 
network for which the individual is available based on the access level of the subscriber in the 
profile of the individual. 

27. The method of claim 22, further comprising retrieving the profile of the individual 
prior to determining availability of the individual. 

28. The method of claim 27, further comprising: 

retrieving a second profile for the individual based on an input regarding a change in a 
situation of the individual; 
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determining updated availability of the individual for each access level of the second 
profile; and 

publishing the updated availability of the individual to the subscriber based on the access 
level of the subscriber and the presence information. 

29. A method, comprising: 

storing a set of availability profiles for an individual, wherein each profile includes at 
least one access level; 

determining presence information of the individual, wherein the presence information 
includes whether the individual is present on at least one communication network; 

retrieving a first profile of the individual from the set of availability profiles based on a 
current situation of the individual; 

determining availability of the individual for each access level of the first profile of the 
individual based on the presence information; and 

publishing the availability of the individual to the subscriber. 

30. The method of claim 29, wherein determining presence information is performed 
prior to determining availability. 

3 1 . The method of claim 29, wherein determining availability is performed prior to 
determining presence information. 

32. The method of claim 29, wherein: 
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determining presence information includes detecting whether the individual is present on 
a plurality of communication networks; and 

publishing includes publishing an address to the subscriber for each communication 
network for which the individual is available based on the access level of the subscriber in the 
profile of the individual 

33. The method of claim 32, further comprising receiving an input from the 
individual regarding a situation of the individual, and wherein retrieving the first profile of the 
individual includes retrieving the first profile based the input. 

34. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

retrieving a second profile for the individual based on a change in situation of the 
individual; 

determining updated availability of the individual for each access level of the second 
profile based on the presence information; and 

publishing the updated availability to the subscriber. 

35. A presence and availability management server for communicating 
communication network availability information regarding an individual to at least one 
subscriber of the individual's availability information, comprising: 

first programmable means for detecting whether the individual is present on at least one 
communication network; and 
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second programmable means for publishing to the subscriber via a network whether the 
individual is available on the communication network. 

36. The presence and availability management server of claim 35, wherein the first 
programmable means is for detecting whether the individual is present on a communication 
network consisting of a public switched telephone network, a computer network, and a wireless 
communication network. 

37. The presence and availability management server of claim 35, wherein the second 
programmable means is for publishing to the subscriber whether the individual is available on 
the communication network based on whether the individual is present on the communication 
network and based on a profile of the individual. 

38. The presence and availability management server of claim 37, wherein the second 
programmable means is for retrieving the profile of the individual before the first programmable 
means detects whether the individual is present on the at least one communication network. 

39. The presence and availability management server of claim 37, wherein the second 
programmable means is for retrieving the profile of the individual after the first programmable 
means detects whether the individual is present on the at least one communication network. 

40. The presence and availability management server of claim 37, wherein the server 
includes a database and wherein the profile of the individual is stored in the database. 
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4L The presence and availability management server of claim 40, wherein a plurality 
of profiles is stored in the database, each profile corresponding to a different situation for the 
individual. 
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